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30,000 BCE-

1500 BCE: 

People from other regions arrive (via the Bearing Straits and other routes) in what they called Turtle Island and what is now called the Americas.

1492
Europeans arrive in the Americas
Millions of indigenous people die throughout the hemisphere due to genocide, war, slavery and diseases carried by Europeans.

1600s-1865

Slavery
Millions of African people are forcibly removed from the continent, enslaved and transported to the Americas to work on plantations in the south.
1790

Naturalization Act
Three years after U.S. government is established, racism becomes a major factor in defining citizenship.  With this law, 

Only “free white persons” became eligible to become U.S. citizens.

1830
Indian Removal Act

Forces 70,000 Native Americans to relocate in order to free land for settlement by European immigrants.

1848

US-Mexican War

The U.S. took half of Mexico’s territory. Mexicans living in these territories had to give up their Mexican citizenship and struggle for citizenship within the U.S.

 1865-1870

1865: 13th Amendment                 outlaws slavery;
Ku Klux Klan is founded.

1866: Civil Rights Act grants citizenship to native-born “Americans” EXCEPT 
American Indians.

1868: 14th Amendment grants “equal protection” of the law
to African Americans.

1870: 15th Amendment establishes the right of African American males to vote. Specifically excludes ALL women.

1905-1960

The Great Migration

A mass migration of over 4.8 million African Americans moves from the South to the North.  Many white northerners see the African Americans as a threat to their jobs, creating even greater racism and tensions.

1820s-1920s

European Immigrants

Over 5 million Germans,
2 million Irish, 4 million Italians, and 2 million Eastern European Jews (from Russia, Poland and elsewhere) flee poverty and/or discrimination, violence and political repression in their countries. Many put their experience with social movements to use upon arrival in the U.S. In 1921, Congress passes a quota law limiting the number of immigrants who can enter, favoring Europeans.

1919
Palmer Raids

Deportations and round-ups of “aliens,” anarchists and communists, especially those from southern Europe and 
Latin America who were influential in organizing America’s labor unions. 10,000 labor and immigrant activists are deported.
1920

20th Amendment

Women win the right to vote after a century of organizing. Even though it was plagued by racism, the early suffrage movement was aided greatly by many immigrant women activists.

1929

US Border Patrol Created
Introduced the concept of “legal” and “illegal” immigrants for the first time.

1942-1945

Japanese Internment
120,000 Japanese Americans are forcibly moved to detention camps for three years. 
People were displaced 
from their homes,
 lost their land and possessions and suffered severe racism before, during and after their time in the camps.
1942-64

Bracero Program
In response to labor shortages in the U.S. during WWII, a temporary worker program is created, bringing millions of contract workers from Mexico, 
Jamaica, British Honduras and Barbados. 

Bracero workers are still fighting today for wages owed to them.

1954

“Operation Wetback”
1 million Latino residents, mostly Mexican immigrants, are deported while the U.S. continues to bring in migrant workers from Mexico with the Bracero Program.  Little attention is paid to the immigration or citizenship status of those deported.

1964-1965
1964: 24th Amendment. Outlaws the poll tax in
national elections.

1964: Civil Rights Act.

Deals with public accommodations, making it illegal for African Americans to be excluded from restaurants, hotels and other public facilities.

1965:Voting Rights Act.  Literacy tests and other requirements become illegal.

1965

Farmworkers Strike

Hundreds of Filipino and Mexican grape pickers go on strike, winning higher wages, but no union contract. 
The multi-year grape boycott, led by the newly formed United Farm Workers Organizing Committee, AFL-CIO, grows out of this early strike and results in union 
        contracts throughout the industry.

 1986
IRCA 
(Immigration Reform and Control Act)

Creates amnesty for 3 million undocumented residents and applies sanctions to employers who knowingly hire undocumented workers (the 

AFL-CIO supports these sanctions). 

1994

Propositions 186 & 187 Pass in California
CA Prop 186: “3 Strikes Law” results in increased incarceration rates for black and Latino men 
who lose the right to vote 
while in prison.

CA Prop 187: Cuts off undocumented immigrants from social services and 
public education.

2000

AFL-CIO reverses position on employer sanctions

The AFL-CIO allies with the immigrant rights movement 
in support of a broad legalization program for 

undocumented workers.

2000

Thousands of 
Black people prevented from voting in Florida
West Indian immigrants comprised nearly half of Broward County’s black population and in Miami-Dade County, people of Caribbean descent comprised 35% of the black population.

2003: 
Immigrant Workers Freedom Ride

1,000 Freedom Riders (immigrants and allies) board busses and ride across the U.S. 
raising awareness about the struggles of immigrant workers and calling for general amnesty. 100,000 immigrant activists, union members and allies 
rally together in New York 
as the riders’ trip concludes.

