
On the Street at UALE 2013

UALE Toronto Labour History Walking Tours

	The Tours
	The Tour Team


The UALE conference is taking place in a richly historic downtown area of Toronto, formerly known as “the Ward,” and is close to both the city’s Old Town and important sites of immigrant labour organizing up and down Spadina Avenue. The labour history walking tours designed for UALE participants are based on the booklet Mapping Our Work:  Toronto Labour History Walking Tours (in your conference packages), but have been customized and even specifically developed for this conference. The Labour History Walking Tour Design Team wants to showcase Toronto’s vibrant labour history and to give conference attendees a chance to connect with each other while enjoying an informative, in-depth experience of the intense history of Toronto’s aboriginal and working people.  
Cost: For simplicity, each walk will cost $20, and that fee will include the meal.
Should we reserve? As people register for the conference on-line, they can pay $20 to confirm their participation in the first tour. Before leaving on that Wednesday morning tour, we ask that participants check in and pick up their conference kit. That way, they can avoid lineups at the desk, and return comfortably in time for the conference opening. Part of that check in process will allow for reserving other outings, so that we can plan the number of guides and confirm reservations for meals.

Walks will proceed rain or shine. 

What if walking is hard for me? These outings are designed as walks, and will be challenging for people with limited mobility. Some may prefer to take a taxi from the hotel directly to and from the location of the meal.
1. Toronto’s Old Town

(Note: This tour is already at capacity of 35 people for the lunch. Others are welcome to join for the walk for free, but will need to arrange their own lunch elsewhere.)
Date and time:  Wednesday, April 17, 9:30 – 11:30

Lunch included:  11:30-1:00 p.m.

Meet at:  The Lobby, Metropolitan Hotel

End at: The Chef’s House, King St East 

Fee: $20 

Led by:  JP Hornick, Maureen Hynes and Sue Smith and other members of the Design Team

Explore the oldest section of Toronto, our “Old Town,” with its vibrant and turbulent past. This walk honours the earliest sites of aboriginal Toronto, charts waves of immigration that have left marks on our Old Town and uncovers hidden moments in labour history. Learn about the texture of daily life from the 1830s onward, uprisings and hangings and the massive demonstrations of the 1870s to support workers when unions were illegal – as well as an infamous site of the current “imperious clout of corporate Canada.”  The tour ends with a gourmet lunch donated by George Brown College at its superb culinary training facility, The Chef’s House. 

2. “The Ward”
Date and time: Wednesday, April 17, 5:00-6:00 p.m.

Meet at:  The Lobby, Metropolitan Hotel

End at: The Steelworkers’ Hall, 25 Cecil Street, UALE dinner and reception

Led by:  David Kidd and other members of the Design Team. 

On your way to dinner at the Steelworkers’ Hall on Wednesday evening, learn about part of Toronto's downtown history. The conference hotel is located in what, for almost half a century in the late 19th and early 20th century, was known as "The Ward." This area was home to low-income residents, vulnerable to the frequent ups and downs of the economy and renting often substandard housing. It was the subject of much hand wringing from civic reformers. Over time, it became an important immigrant reception area, served by one of Toronto's first settlement houses, Central Neighbourhood House, which exists today, although not in its original location. As the institutional and commercial presence expanded over the years, the housing decreased and the residents of The Ward were displaced. This short walk will take you from the hotel to the dinner venue through the western part of The Ward, stopping at sites that are important to the history of the neighbourhood.

3. Spadina Labour History and Chinatown
Date and time: Friday, April 19, 5:30-7:00 p.m.
Meet at:  The Lobby, Metropolitan Hotel

Dinner included:  Sky Dragon Restaurant, 7:00-8:30 p.m.

End at:  Sky Dragon Restaurant, 280 Spadina Ave

Led by:  JP Hornick, Maureen Hynes and Sue Smith and other members of the Design Team

Toronto’s Jewish community moved westward from “The Ward” in the 1910s, 20s and 30s to Spadina Avenue, taking with them a thriving garment industry and its militant union organizing. We’ll visit the sites of significant cultural and labour organizations, including the Labour Lyceum, where Emma Goldman lay in state for three days and theatres where Toronto’s “Red Squad” closed down Communist productions. As the Jewish community moved northward, Chinese immigrants moved in, and for several decades the area remained a vital centre of the garment industry. It is to this day one of the city’s important immigrant gateway areas, and it takes in the wonderful Kensington Market. The tour ends with buffet dinner at one of Spadina’s excellent Chinese restaurants.

Labour History Walking Tour Design Team and Tour Leaders: Bios

Tanya Ferguson is a community and labour activist. She has been a staff organizer and servicing representative in California and Michigan, and currently works in Toronto with the Service Employees’ International Union. She is a member of the Coalition of Black Trade Unionists, and is on the boards of the Canadian Labour International Film Festival (CLIFF) and Our Times, Canada’s independent labour magazine. 

Janice Gairey, formerly Education Director of the Ontario Federation of Labour, is now its Human Rights Director. She is President of the Ontario Chapter of the Coalition of Black Trade Unionists. In 2011 she received the Bromley Armstrong Award from the Toronto and York Region Labour Council for outstanding leadership in human rights. 

Maureen Hynes founded and coordinated George Brown College’s School of Labour. With David Kidd, she developed Mapping Our Work: Labour History Walking Tours of Toronto, and since retirement has been leading labour history tours in Toronto. Maureen is an award-winning poet and is poetry editor for Our Times magazine, Canada’s independent labour magazine. www.maureenhynes.com. 

JP Hornick is the current Coordinator of the School of Labour at Toronto’s George Brown College and a long-time social activist. An experienced educator and steward, she is committed to bringing a socially-progressive labour perspective to students and workers through workshops, training, and community events. For more information on the School of Labour: http://www.georgebrown.ca/schooloflabour/index.aspx

David Kidd is a long-time activist, a City of Toronto worker and as Second Vice-President and Chief Steward is an elected leader with the Canadian Union of Public Employees. David has a special passion for Toronto’s labour history and has been giving walking tours for many years. With Maureen Hynes, he co-developed Mapping Our Work:  Labour History Walking Tours of Toronto. 

Julie Mathien has been an advocate in the area of children's policy and programs for many years.  Her academic work includes child, family and education history in Toronto in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.

Maryanne Small is the Acting Operations Manager of the Community Partnerships Office at Toronto’s George Brown College.  Maryanne’s interests and educational background are related to Cultural Heritage Studies, Urban Planning, and community development.  She is a supporter of local Toronto history and has a strong intellectual engagement with theories of education, information access, and universal design.

Sue Smith has, since retirement from the Toronto Public Service, been studying printmaking. Her projects support people who are working to change our communities and finding creative ways to work together. She finds inspiration by spending time outdoors, leading labour history walks, and engaging in community and travel.
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